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MARCH DATES
TO REMEMBER
Monday, March 8
Middle School & High School 
Tentatively Scheduled to Begin Four 
Days of In-Person Instruction

Thursday, March 11
Board of Directors Regular Meeting, 
6:30 p.m. (To Be Held Virtually)

Wednesday, March 31
End of Third Quarter

Dates are subject to change, and 
information will be shared with 
families and posted on sparksd.org.

MEAL DISTRIBUTION FOR 
THE WEEK OF MARCH 1
The food services department 
has scheduled grab-and-go meal 
distributions for March 3 from 1 p.m. 
to 2 p.m. and on March 5 from 11 
a.m. to noon. Families wishing to 
pick up meals during those times 
must complete this online form. 
Please complete one form for each 
child. The deadline to register for 
next-day meals is at 3 p.m. the prior 
business day. The menu for the week 
of March 1 can be viewed by clicking 
here.

Once all schools transition to four 
days of in-person learning, the food 
services department will modify its 
grab-and-go distribution procedures 
and schedule. That information will 
be shared with families the week of 
March 1.

MS & HS TO TRANSITION TO  
FOUR DAYS OF IN-PERSON LEARNING
As conditions allow, the South Park 
School District intends to transition 
South Park Middle School and South Park 
High School to four days of in-person 
learning beginning on Monday, March 8, 
2021. This date is subject to change. 

This transition means, during a five-
day school week, South Park students 
will attend in-person classes Monday 
through Thursday. At this time, Fridays 
during five-day school weeks will remain 
an at-home learning day for all students 
as our teachers focus on remediation and 
cyber instruction. When the school week 
is shortened due to a scheduled off-day, 
the in-person instruction calendar will be 
updated to maximize classroom learning. 
The March in-person instruction calendar is now available and can be viewed 
by clicking here.

It is imperative that all students and staff use the district’s at-home symptom 
screening tool before leaving for school each day. Families are also asked to 
screen their children for a fever daily. Contact your school nurse if your child 
develops symptoms, your child or an immediate family member tests positive 
for COVID-19 or your child is told to quarantine. These actions combined 
with public health guidelines including physical distancing, the use of face 
coverings and avoiding large gatherings can help to keep our schools open.

Additional details about this transition have been shared via email with 
families and posted on sparksd.org.

SOUTH PARK STUDENTS WIN STEEL CENTER
EXTRA EFFORT AWARD
Every quarter, Steel Center for Career and Technical Education recognizes 
students who demonstrate outstanding attitude, work ethic, attendance and 
dependability. Instructors choose students to receive the Extra Effort Award.

Congratulations to the following South Park students who won the Extra 
Effort Award: Marion Batchler (Heating, Ventilation and Air Conditioning)
and Jaycee Lingren (Cosmetology).

https://www.facebook.com/SouthParkSchools/
http://twitter.com/spsdinfo
http://instagram.com/southparkschooldistrict
https://sparksd.formstack.com/forms/grabandgomarch
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EJLeizxM4x6_DrIvP5DDtbt0tKFdZWcG/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1EJLeizxM4x6_DrIvP5DDtbt0tKFdZWcG/view
http://sparksd.org/UserFiles/Servers/Server_150524/File/Reopening/In-Person%20Learning%20March%202021.pdf
http://southpark.ss10.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_150524/File/Reopening/SPSD%20At-Home%20Symptom%20Screening.pdf
http://southpark.ss10.sharpschool.com/UserFiles/Servers/Server_150524/File/Reopening/SPSD%20At-Home%20Symptom%20Screening.pdf
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2021-2022
KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION
The registration process for 2021-2022 kindergarten is now underway, and the South Park School District is looking 
forward to welcoming a new class of Eagles this fall! In order for your child to be eligible for kindergarten, the student 
must reach the age of five (5) before September 1, 2021.

Families of incoming kindergarten students should follow the steps below to ensure your child is properly registered 
for kindergarten this fall.

STEP ONE - POWERSCHOOL ENROLLMENT PORTAL

Visit the PowerSchool enrollment portal by clicking here and create an account. (An enrollment portal account is 
different than an existing PowerSchool Parent Portal account. If you have never registered a new student through 
PowerSchool starting in the 2020-2021 school year, you will need to create an account.)

Complete and submit the “New Student Registration” form for the 2021-2022 school year. If you have more than one 
child enrolling in kindergarten for the 2021-2022 school year, you will need to complete a registration form for each 
child.

STEP TWO - COMPLETING AND SUBMITTING REQUIRED 
DOCUMENTATION

Throughout the online registration process, you will be prompted to download, 
print, and complete required documents necessary to enroll your child in 
kindergarten. We ask that you bring these completed documents to the 
elementary center office between the hours of 10 a.m. and 2 p.m. on school days 
as soon as possible. Click here for more information.

The district also requires a copy of your child’s birth certificate and two (2) proofs 
of residency (ex. driver’s license, utility bill, rental agreement). Please provide 
these to the elementary center office.

Students are also required to have the proper immunizations as set forth by the 
PA Department of Health and the Allegheny County Health Department. When 
registering your child, you must provide a copy of your child’s immunizations 
to the school office. No student’s registration can be completed without 
documentation of the proper immunizations.

For more information, click here to visit the Kindergarten registration site.

https://www.facebook.com/SouthParkSchools/
http://twitter.com/spsdinfo
http://instagram.com/southparkschooldistrict
https://registration.powerschool.com/family/Login?ReturnUrl=http%3A%2F%2Fregistration.powerschool.com%2Ffamily%2Fdirectaction&AutoLogOut=False
http://sparksd.org/parents/2021-2022_kindergarten_registration
http://sparksd.org/parents/2021-2022_kindergarten_registration
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SOUTH PARK SCHOOL DISTRICT CELEBRATES BLACK HISTORY MONTH
Throughout the month of February, 
South Park students in all three 
schools engaged in learning 
activities, lessons, projects and 
experiences to celebrate Black 
History Month. These learning 
opportunities included the study 
of Pittsburghers, the exploration of 
artistic works, and some even took 
students to space!

At South Park Elementary Center, 
our youngest learners have studied 
Martin Luther King Jr., Rosa Parks, 
George Washington Carver, Harriet 
Tubman, Ruby Bridges and President 
Barack Obama and the impact they 
have had and continue to have 
today. First graders read books and 
watched videos about their lives and 
completed journal writing entries 
about the positive attributes of those 
individuals.

Kindergarten students 
looked at the artwork 
of Christian Robinson, 
an illustrator of 
children’s books and 
animator, as part of 
their learning activities 
last month. Robinson, 
who has worked with Sesame Street 
Workshop and Pixar Animation 
Studios, is a 2016 Caldecott Honoree. 
He has also received a Coretta Scott 
King Illustrator Honor.

Second and fourth graders read and 
recited the poetry of Maya Angelou 
and Langston Hughes. Second 
graders also studied the works of 
Carter G. Woodson, who established 
Black History Month.  Currently, 
fourth graders are reading “Delivering 
Justice,” a book on a mail carrier’s 
fight for equality and civil rights.

The Heinz History Center joined 
a third grade cyber class to teach 
students about Pittsburgh’s ties to 
the Underground Railroad. Third 

graders are also 
completing cross-
curricular lessons 
centered on the 
book “Hidden 
Figures,” which 
tells the story of 
Dorothy Vaughan, 

Mary Jackson, Katherine Johnson and 
Christine Darden who played pivotal 
roles in America’s first space journeys. 

Fifth grade students have studied 
the historical impacts of prominent 
figures in Black History including 
Martin Luther King Jr. and completed 
open-ended responses based on the 
passages they read. 

This year, sixth graders have read and 
completed writing workshops on 
works including, “Marian Anderson: 
Struggles and Triumphs” and “She 
Had to Walk before She Could 
Run.” Fifth and sixth grade gifted 
students read and discussed articles 
on the Great Migration and Shirley 
Chisholm’s historic run for president 
then discussed parallels of the 
activism of the past and today’s civil 
rights movement. 

In their FCS classes while discussing 
quilt making, seventh graders read 
the book “Hidden in Plain View,” 
which details how quilt patterns 
served as tools for 
escape along the 
Underground Railroad. 
Seventh graders also 
researched scientists 
using an online 
resource which works 
to promote diversity 

in the fields of the sciences. They 
also explored various artists on 
Google Arts and Culture and focused 
on the pieces dealing with historic 
movements within the Civil Rights 
Movement. 

Eighth graders studied the works of 
contemporary artist Kehinde Wiley 
for a portraiture/identity project 
in their art class and discussed the 
importance of equal representation 
within art and society. In their 
ELA classes, students watched 
biographical videos showcasing the 
lives of Maya Angelou, Langston 
Hughes and Toni Morrison.

Using their Chromebooks, Ms. Rech’s 
high school art students visited the 
Museum of Fine Arts in Boston and 
virtually toured the Art by African 
Americans online exhibit. They 
are also researching and writing 
biographies on artists whose works 
inspired them. 

Among the lessons and activities for 
students in Mr. Rieck’s civics classes 
was one with a Pittsburgh-theme. 
They watched and discussed a “60 
Minutes” interview with playwright 
August Wilson who discussed 
how his plays dealt with the most 
important issues facing the Black 
community.

A lesson in Mr. Baker’s photography 
class also was centered on Pittsburgh. 
Mr. Baker’s students studied Charles 
“Teenie” Harris, a photographer 
for the Pittsburgh Courier. Harris 
documented decades of Pittsburgh 
history with his photographs from 
the Hill District and the city. 

https://www.facebook.com/SouthParkSchools/
http://twitter.com/spsdinfo
http://instagram.com/southparkschooldistrict
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WRESTLER WINS WPIAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP

Congratulations 
to Joey Fischer 
who won his third 
straight WPIAL 
championship! 
Joey also won the 
PIAA Southwest 

Regional tournament last weekend. 

FOURTH GRADE STUDENT COMPLETES  
ARTISTIC ADVENTURE
Chase Tylus, a fourth grade 
cyber student at South Park 
Elementary Center, completed 
a unit study entitled, “My Art 
Adventure” on five different 
artists for his gifted class.  Chase 
chose five different artists to 
complete a research project on 
and created a piece of artwork 
based on each artist’s style.  
The five artists included Pablo 
Picasso, Vincent van Gogh, Wassily Kandinsky, Henri Matisse and Pittsburgh’s 
own Andy Warhol. 

Chase’s work will be on display at the elementary center for all students to 
view.  Chase will also present his research project and artwork to his peers, 
taking on a leadership role as a gifted student.

In February, South Park Elementary Center students celebrated the 100th day of school!

DIVER WINS WPIAL 
CHAMPIONSHIP

Congratulations 
to Cole O’Connor 
who won the 
WPIAL Diving 
Championship on 
Friday, February 
26!

https://www.facebook.com/SouthParkSchools/
http://twitter.com/spsdinfo
http://instagram.com/southparkschooldistrict
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FIRST GRADERS SURPRISED WITH 
SUPER-SIZED DAY OF LEARNING

PRESCHOOL 
APPLICATION PERIOD
The Eagle Ridge Child Development 
Center, located in the South Park 
High School, will be accepting 
applications for the 2021-2022 
school year beginning Thursday, 
April 1, 2021 until Monday, May 31, 
2021. The child development center 
program will run from mid-October 
through mid-May from 8:30 a.m. 
to 10:40 a.m. There is a Monday/
Wednesday session for children who 
will be three years old by September 
1, and a Tuesday/Thursday session 
for children who will be four years 
old by September 1.

If you are interested in this program, 
additional information along with 
enrollment forms will be accessible 
on April 1, 2021 on this page. If you 
have questions, please call South 
Park High School at 412-655-3111 
ext. 2126 or email Erika.stull@
sparksd.org. The four completed 
forms along with the $170 
enrollment fee are to be mailed 
or dropped off at the High School 
office. Checks are to be made out to 
Eagle Ridge Preschool.

“Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs” 
came to life last month for Mrs. 
Wendt’s and Miss Hile’s first grade 
students. The first graders were 
surprised with a “strange situation” 
that occurred in their classroom. 
When they arrived, they found 
various oversized food inflatables and 
meatballs falling from the ceiling! 
Throughout the day, they enjoyed 
multiple cross curricular lessons 
where students learned about story 
elements, weather and completed 
their own creative writing.

SOUTH PARK HIGH SCHOOL  
STUDENT NEWSPAPER RETURNS
Students at South Park High School are proud to revive the school 
newspaper, The SPress. This monthly digital newspaper highlights news 
and events from their own school community, as well as those that impact 
them as members of a global society. The six member staff is enrolled in 
the Journalism & the Art of Writing course taught by Mrs. Finberg. Students 
learn about the history and ethics of journalism, layout and design and the 
mechanics of news writing. Issues of The SPress can be found on the South 
Park High School’s website under the Students tab.

In compliance with the federal McKinney-Vento Assistance Act, as reauthorized in 2015 by the Every 
Student Succeeds Act (ESSA), South Park School District is attempting to identify all children within 
the district who may be experiencing homelessness.

The term homeless children and youth is defined as individuals who lack a fixed, regular and 
adequate nighttime residence. This includes individuals:

• Sharing the housing of other persons due to lack of housing, economic hardship or a similar reason;
• Living in a motel, hotel, trailer park, or campground due to lack of alternate adequate 
accommodations;
• Living in emergency or transitional shelters;
• Living in cars, parks, public spaces, abandoned buildings; bus or train stations or similar settings;
• Living in substandard housing (no running water or working utilities, etc.)

Children who are experiencing homelessness may qualify for assistance with free school lunch, 
school supplies/materials, tutoring and transportation so that they can remain in their school of 
origin.

If you believe your child(ren) may qualify for this service, please contact the principal of your 
child(ren)’s school. You may also call 412-655-3111, extension 1000.

If your living situation changes during the school year, and you and your children become homeless, 
please be sure to contact the school. We will work with you so that your child(ren)’s education is 
disrupted as little as possible.

HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS 
OF THE MONTH
The following high school students 
recently have been chosen as
Students of the Month.
Academics: Preston Cecotti and Sam 
Nakayama
Athletics: Joey Toth and Joey Fischer
Creativity: Ben Gabriel and Sarah 
Peirce
Leadership: Joe Irwin and Luke 
Furman
Politeness: Avery Morgan and Mary 
Claire Petruska
School Spirit: John Winter and Zach 
Huwalt

https://www.facebook.com/SouthParkSchools/
http://twitter.com/spsdinfo
http://instagram.com/southparkschooldistrict
http://sphs.sparksd.org/h_s_parents/eagleridgepreschoolprogram
mailto:Erika.stull%40sparksd.org?subject=
mailto:Erika.stull%40sparksd.org?subject=
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STUDENT-ATHLETES TO CONTINUE THEIR JOURNEY  
AT THE COLLEGIATE LEVEL
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South Park School District • 2005 Eagle Ridge Drive • South Park, PA 15129 • (412) 655-3111 
The South Park School District’s mission is to provide an educational atmosphere where all students have opportunities to discover their talents, develop their 

abilities and achieve the expectations embedded in our educational program to become responsible and productive members of society.

The South Park School District does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, sex, disability or any other legally protected classification in its education programs, activities or 
employment practices. Announcement of this policy is in accordance with state and federal laws including Title IV of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IX of the Educational Amendments of 1972,  

Sections 503 and 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, the Age Discrimination Act of 1975, the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990 and the Pennsylvania Human Relations Act.

Board of Directors
John Innocenti, President • Frank Wentzel, Vice President • Lorraine Blackburn •  Mark Depretis 

Angela Girol • Wayne Perry • Nicholas Rudolph • Patrick Sable, Treasurer • Norman Solomon

THIRD-GRADERS STUDY 
BEES AND POLLINATION
Mrs. Lewandowski’s third grade 
students learned about bee-to-
flower pollination by buzzing 
around the classroom using q-tips 
(representing the bee), glitter 
(representing the pollen) and cotton 
balls (representing flowers). They 
also studied the bee’s life cycle and 
learned about the different roles of 
bees in our environment.

Congratulations to these South Park student-athletes who will continue their 
academic and athletic careers at the collegiate level this fall.

Ethan Bowden will attend Westminster College and play tennis.

Eli Podgorski will attend Slippery Rock University and play football.

Maddie Raymond will attend Robert Morris University and compete in track.

Joey Toth will attend Penn State Altoona and play tennis and golf.

Dylan Weiss will attend Westminster College and play soccer and tennis.

https://www.facebook.com/SouthParkSchools/
http://twitter.com/spsdinfo
http://instagram.com/southparkschooldistrict

